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Abstract
Although the government of Botswana officially considers all of the country’s ethnic groups to be equally “indigenous”, the earliest inhabitants of the country, the Basarwa, have from time immemorial proven that theirs was a special situation which needed special considerations and policies specifically tailored to meet their needs. Of all the vulnerable groups in Botswana, the Basarwa have been at most, economically and politically marginalised.
 Their isolation, limited access to education, ignorance of civil rights and lack of political representation continue to hinder their progress.
   The protection of their rights- in particular their socio-economic rights- remain elusive as the government’s policies and decisions are not cognisant of their special situation.  
In is that context, this paper will discuss the institutional, legal and Constitutional framework of the promotion, protection and fulfilment of socio-economic rights in Botswana.  The paper will highlight prospects and challenges for the judicial enforcement of socio-economic rights in Botswana and will tackle the issue of the judicial enforcement of socio-economic rights in the absence of Directive Principles of State Policy within the country’s constitution and in jurisdictions where such rights are not constitutionally protected.

�  See generally, Ditshwanelo, The Botswana Centre for Human Rights, Shadow Report to the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, 68th Session, Geneva, 3-6 March 2006 at p. 10.





�     As above. 





